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IATION OF NEW JERSEY

Regarding
Directive 14-06

By George P. Christie, President

In August 2008, the Judiciary disseminated
Directive 14-06, which implemented the new Prabation
Field Safety Standards, The Judiciary disseminated
and implemented the Directive and Standards without
any prior negotiations with PANJ and in retaliation for
PANJ's vigorous efforts over the years to increase
Probation Officer safety in the field. These new
Standards, among other things, required all field
Probation Officers in Adult Supervision, for the firsttime,
to make home inspections on Probationers. To make
matters worse, the Directive and Standards took away
our Officers’ statutory rights to arrest probationers,
search probationers and to seize contraband because
these are allegedly “law enforcement” functions.

PAMJ immediately protested the Directive and
Standards because it placed officers in greater danger
and rendered them powerless in the field. We
thereafter sought discussions and/or negotiations with
the Judiciary but leadership refused to talk to us about
these important issues. As such, we were forced to
file an Unfair Labor Practice Charge with the Public
Employees Relations Commission (PERC) in
September 2006 to get the Judiciary to the negotiation
table on this important issue.

After an exploratory conference at PERC, we
sought to have the Directive and Standards held in
abeyance so that the parties could meet to discuss
these important issues and safety concerns. We also
sought to have the Directive and Standards put on hold
so that the AQOC, as we requested, could allow all field
Probation Officers to complete the new training
program called "Tactical Probation Officer.” The AOC
agreed to meet and discuss our concerns but would
not put the Directive on hold. The AOC was satisfied
to continue to place Probation Officers in harms way,
offering little to no training and no coordinated plan of
cooperation with New Jersey Police Departments.

(Continued on page 2)

PROBATION UNION HAILS
RABNER APPOINTMENT
AS STEP IN
STRENGTHENING
JUDICIARY, PROBATION
SYSTEM

Press Release by President Christie

Calling it a positive step in the right direction
for the state's Judiciary, the Probation Association of
New Jersey (PANJ) today applauded Governor Jon
S. Corzine for appointing Attorney General Stuart
Rabner as the next Chief Justice of the New Jersey
Supreme Court. An estimated 2,800 Probation
Officers and supervisors are under the jurisdiction of
the Administration Office of the Courts that Rabner will
oversee,

In response to Governor Corzine's appointment,
George P. Christie, president of PANJ, released the
following statement:

“In recent eras of the court, Probation Officers
have struggled fo be acknowledged by the Judiciary
as front line soldiers in dealing with potentially
dangerous offenders in the community supervision
system. Contrary to the opinions of some court
administrators, Probafion Officers supervise individuals
who have committed violent crimes and have long
criminal records.

“Our union looks forward to working with Chief
Justice-designee Stuart Rabner to develop safe
community supervision practices that protect not only
our neighborhoods but the Probation Officers in them
every day. His track record of thoughtful
professionalism gives up hope that he will see
probation services as an infegral component of the
Judiciary.

"Many gang members who pose an increasing
threat to our communities are serving probation
sentences because of plea bargaining agreements.
We are optimistic that this safety concemn and others
will be properly addressed during under the Rabner
era of the court"
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In May 2007, after unsuccessful meeting with
Judge Carchman over these important issues, and a
full ten months after the Directive was issued, PANJ,
under the direction of 1* Vice President Peter Tortoreto,
filed an Amended Unfair Labor Practice Charge and
an Order to Show Cause to have the Directive and
Standards temporarily held in abeyance until PERC
made a final determination regarding our claims
against the AOC.

On June 1, 2007, PERC Commission
Designee Don Horowitz granted PANJ's Order to
Show Cause in part and ruled that the AOC must
talk to PANJ on these negotiable health and safety
issues. The AQOC, however, filed a motion for leave to
appeal and for an emergent stay with the Appellate
Division about a week |ater seeking to overrule PERC's
decision simply because it did not want to “talk” with
FPANJ. The Appellate Division immediately denied the
AOC's motion and told it to go back to PERC for any
further relief. The AOC has now filed an application
for reconsideration with PERC and has also requested
a stay of the June 1, 2007 Order, which did nothing
more than require it to negotiate/talk with PANJ, until
PERC makes a determination as to the application for
reconsideration. PERC, despite our opposition,
granted the request for a stay until PERC's next
scheduled meting on June 28, 2007. We will, of course,
vigorously oppose the AOC’s application for
reconsideration.

What makes all of this so frustrating is that no
one is ordering the AOC to agree or change anything
with regard to Directive 14-6, but merely that it should
negotiate with PANJ. The disgraceful thing is that the
AQOC is refusing to meet and discuss safety concerns
raised by the 2800 members of its workforce. Its
arrogance is overwhelming from my perspective. The
AQC issued a poorly conceived Directive and Safety
Standards, and lacks the courage to admit that it was
simply a shameful idea.

LEGISLATION INTRODUCED TO
TRANSFER PROBATION TO THE
PAROLE BOARD,
PROVIDE POLICE POWERS TO
PROBATION OFFICERS
By: Elizabeth A. Meyers, vice
president, Nancy H. Becker

Associates
After working for several months with the new
chairman of the Assembly Law and Public Safety
Committee Gordon Johnsaon (D-Bergen), two pieces
of legislation that would drastically improve probation

services in New Jersey have recently been introduced.
The first bill, Assembly Concurrent Resolution 266
(ACR-266), would create a ballot question calling for
a constitutional amendment that would transfer all
probation functions from the Judiciary to the State
Parole Board. A companion measure, Assembly Bill
4360 (A-4360) would grant Probation Officers law
enforcement powers. As a pair of bills, these
measures address the two key concerns of the
Probation Association of New Jersey (PANJ). moving
away from the jurisdiction of the Judiciary and providing
Probation Officers with the authority needed to
appropriately carry-out their duties.

The “transfer bill" has been crafted carefully
to ensure that all members of PANJ are protected in a
transfer of oversight from the Judiciary to the Executive
Branch. The legislation would establish a Bureau of
Probation in the State Parole Board consisting of
FProbation Officers, professional supervisors, case
workers, and case-related employees involved in the
system. Moreover, the legislation protects the union's
ability to negotiate through the collective bargaining
process. lItis encouraging that prime sponsors of this
bill include Chairman Johnson, Chairwoman of the
Assembly Homeland Security and State Preparedness
Committee Joan Quigley (D-Hudson), and
Assemblyman Alfred Steele (D-Passaic). Vice-
chairman of the Assembly Law and Public Safety
Committee Nelson Albano also has signed on as a
co-spansor of the measure,

While moving a constitutional amendment
through the Legislature is typically more difficult,
legislative counsel with the Office of Legislative
Services determined that moving from one branch of
government to another requires an amendment to the
constitution. Ewven if a traditional piece of legislation
transferring probation services was signed into law, it
would have likely faced legal challenge in the same
manner as the “Probation Officer Community Safety
Act.”

The second measure, Assembly Bill 4360,
would place Probation Officers on par with corrections
officers, parole officers, and investigators in the
Department of Corrections whao have law enforcement
powers. The measure would bestow upon Probation
Officers the ability to act as officers in the “detection,
apprehension, arrest and conviction of offenders
against the law." This measure was drafted based
upon research conducted by Chairman Johnson, who
is joined by Assemblyman Lou Manzo (D-Hudson) as
a co-prime sponsor, during his review of the “transfer
bill." It was his idea to craft this second bill as a
companion to the transfer bill.

In the coming months, PANJ will need to meet
with members of the State Legislature to seek senate






