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IATION OF NEW JERSEY

Regarding
Directive 14-06

By George P. Christie, President

In August 2008, the Judiciary disseminated
Directive 14-06, which implemented the new Prabation
Field Safety Standards, The Judiciary disseminated
and implemented the Directive and Standards without
any prior negotiations with PANJ and in retaliation for
PANJ's vigorous efforts over the years to increase
Probation Officer safety in the field. These new
Standards, among other things, required all field
Probation Officers in Adult Supervision, for the firsttime,
to make home inspections on Probationers. To make
matters worse, the Directive and Standards took away
our Officers’ statutory rights to arrest probationers,
search probationers and to seize contraband because
these are allegedly “law enforcement” functions.

PAMJ immediately protested the Directive and
Standards because it placed officers in greater danger
and rendered them powerless in the field. We
thereafter sought discussions and/or negotiations with
the Judiciary but leadership refused to talk to us about
these important issues. As such, we were forced to
file an Unfair Labor Practice Charge with the Public
Employees Relations Commission (PERC) in
September 2006 to get the Judiciary to the negotiation
table on this important issue.

After an exploratory conference at PERC, we
sought to have the Directive and Standards held in
abeyance so that the parties could meet to discuss
these important issues and safety concerns. We also
sought to have the Directive and Standards put on hold
so that the AQOC, as we requested, could allow all field
Probation Officers to complete the new training
program called "Tactical Probation Officer.” The AOC
agreed to meet and discuss our concerns but would
not put the Directive on hold. The AOC was satisfied
to continue to place Probation Officers in harms way,
offering little to no training and no coordinated plan of
cooperation with New Jersey Police Departments.

(Continued on page 2)

PROBATION UNION HAILS
RABNER APPOINTMENT
AS STEP IN
STRENGTHENING
JUDICIARY, PROBATION
SYSTEM

Press Release by President Christie

Calling it a positive step in the right direction
for the state's Judiciary, the Probation Association of
New Jersey (PANJ) today applauded Governor Jon
S. Corzine for appointing Attorney General Stuart
Rabner as the next Chief Justice of the New Jersey
Supreme Court. An estimated 2,800 Probation
Officers and supervisors are under the jurisdiction of
the Administration Office of the Courts that Rabner will
oversee,

In response to Governor Corzine's appointment,
George P. Christie, president of PANJ, released the
following statement:

“In recent eras of the court, Probation Officers
have struggled fo be acknowledged by the Judiciary
as front line soldiers in dealing with potentially
dangerous offenders in the community supervision
system. Contrary to the opinions of some court
administrators, Probafion Officers supervise individuals
who have committed violent crimes and have long
criminal records.

“Our union looks forward to working with Chief
Justice-designee Stuart Rabner to develop safe
community supervision practices that protect not only
our neighborhoods but the Probation Officers in them
every day. His track record of thoughtful
professionalism gives up hope that he will see
probation services as an infegral component of the
Judiciary.

"Many gang members who pose an increasing
threat to our communities are serving probation
sentences because of plea bargaining agreements.
We are optimistic that this safety concemn and others
will be properly addressed during under the Rabner
era of the court"






