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2007 It Was A
Very Dangerous
Year

By Brad Fairchild — First Vice President, Supervisory
Unit

During 2007 Probation Officers and
Supervisors witnessed numerous dangerous incidents
which directly threatened the safety of many of our
members. This information really tells us what we
already know, which is that working in the Judiciary
has become a very dangerous profession. Although
the Judiciary has previously proclaimed that we
supervise primarily non viclent first offenders the facts
disprove this terrible fairy tale.

In total there were 35 total incidents reported
across the state. There were 17 reported cases that
were office related and 22 incidents occurred in the
performance of field work. What is significant is that
11 of the incidents involved acts of violence and 10
incidents included threats of violence.

Among the direct acts of violence were active
probationers committing homicides, a gangland style
homicide committed just outside a courthouse, and
shootings of probationers near their homes. Other
incidents included officers directly exposed to a physical
attack in a Jail interview room and exposed to a fight
while supervising juveniles at a remote federal prison
program.

The verbal threats of violence involved
numerous phone calls and messages that threatened
to kill and/or harm court staff.

PANJ is well aware that we live in a dangerous
time and servicing our client population has become
an often perilous responsibility. What PANJ also
believes, however, is that we are ill equipped to meet
this challenge and the failure to properly train and equip
our Probation Officers may have tragic consequences
in the future. (Continued on page 2)

Out of the Gate -

PANJ Priorities
Become Reality

By Amy Dempster, Princeton Public Affairs Group

The start of the 213" legislative session began
on January 8, 2008 with every member of the General
Assembly and the Senate sworn into office. Overall,
thirty new legislators took the oath of office in the
Assembly and Senate combined; ten additional
members of the Senate have moved up from the
Assembly.

The loss of many of the members resulted in
a tumultuous end to the previous legislative session,
While many of the major issues facing the state were
signed into law by Governor Jon Corzine including the
new school funding formula and abolishment of the
death penalty quite a few bills have been reintroduced
this session. Many of the bills that are of utmost
importance to Probation Officers have been introduced
this session and one has already been approved by
the General Assembly and the Senate.

PANJ is actively working to garner legislative
and state support for issues that are most critical for
the members of the association; including A201 which
authorizes Probation Officers to exercise police
powers, A203 which transfers all probation functions
and employees to the Bureau of Probation in State
Parole Board, and ACR147 which proposes a
constitutional amendment authorizing the transfer of
probation functions from the Judiciary to the State
Parole Board.

In an effort to reduce unnecessary state costs
and to break the cycle of drug and substance abuse
that often leads to criminal activity the General
Assembly and the Senate gave final legislative
approval to legislation sponsored by Assembly Majority
Leader Bonnie Watson Coleman and Senators John
Adler and Shirley Turner that would make changes to
the State's Drug Court program to allow more drug
offenders to seek treatment for addiction. (to pg.2)






