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police do not venture, and office visits.

The safety grievances and arbitrations involving these matters are too numerous to mention
specifically here. |

However, the problems are daily.

The one place where they have received high level attention as in the past is at the meetings
of the Health and Safety Committee where PANJ and PANJ Supervisors representatives have had
an open and viable dialogue with Judicial representatives on the issues. :

The effort to terminate this Committee is, it seems to us, a clear violation not only of the
contract, practices and the Letter of Agreement. .

I am pleased to note that in a conversation between you and George Christie yesterday, you
apparently agreed that issues of health and safety are primarily and properly raised by PANJ and
PANJ Supervisors in Committee meetings and not by other labor organizations. Accordingly, I
understand that you suggested that the Committee be re-constituted as a viable,and continuing
Committee consisting of high ranking representatives from the Judiciary and PANJ members. I
understand that you have suggested that the Judiciary representatives include the Director of
Probation Services, the Director of the Criminal Division, the Director of the Family Division, and
you. -

This recommendation makes sense provided that the Committee continues to be a high-level
Committee which has the same effective representation from the Judiciary. I suggest that we
immediately meet to put together language consistent with these concepts. |
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You are aware that safety issues are a primary concern of the Judiciary’s Probation
Officers, and of PANJ and its representatives.

This safety problem is evidenced in part by the hazards involved in Probation Officers
meeting with convicted criminals on a “one-to-one” basis in the field and in the offices.

These qaeetings alone have resulted in many dangerous and life-threatening situations
both for Probation Officers and members of the public they serve.

Near death situations for Probation Officers are not uncommon in these situations and are
evidenced by the incident where two such Probation Officers were held at gunpoint by a Newark
gang while the officers were doing field investigations.
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1 have personally been present in Camden where there are perhaps more serious safety
issues resulting from field visits than any other location in the State. I have observed these very

dangerous situations. '

The New Jersey Supreme Court has recognized these safety issues from time to time and
even recognized them in its recent decision involving the legislature’s mandate that certain
Probation Officers be armed. This decision simply declares this to be an unconstitutional
intrusion on the Supreme Court’s prerogative, but did not disregard the need for safety as to the
public and Probation Officers, which need was recognized by the legislature and the Appellate
Division decision which the Supreme Court reviewed. 5

The abolishment of the Health and Safety Committee is an issue which you should
address. .

I am making another effort to request that you respond with specifics as to the December
1, 2006 letter e-mailed to you.

In other words, in spite of the violations of the Letter of Agreement and the contract as to
the Health and Safety Committee, we are looking to have an agreement in writing consistent
with the comments in the last page of my letter, and to have regular meetings with the newly
formed Committee referred to. there, if in fact that is to take place.

PANI’s representatives on the State-wide Health and Safety Committee have continued
to point out to you as we have, the unresolved health and safety issues,

I take it that you have not yet reviewed my December 1 letter since you have in no way
responded to it. I remind you that the agreement and these issues which has been discussed, is to
have a meaningful Health and Safety Committee, with members from the Judiciary’s side
consisting of the Director of Probation Services, the Director of the Criminal Division, the
Director of the Family Division and you, hold monthly meaningful meetings with PANJ in
which there are procedures for the investigation and remediation of health and safety problems.
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