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Dear Representative              :

H.R. 484, sponsored by Congressman Pascrell and currently co-sponsored by 10 other Members, establishes the Probation and Parole Officer Safety Task Force within the Department of Justice.  The purpose of the Task Force is to study Federal and state practices and policy regarding the safety of probation and parole officers, guidelines for safety training, and a review of law enforcement powers and needs for these officers.  The Task Force will consist of nine members appointed by the Attorney General, in consultation with the House and Senate Judiciary Committees, with expertise in probation and parole.

I believe that this study is critical to both the safety of probation and parole officers around the nation and to ensure that appropriate practices are in effect to protect the public from probationers and parolees who commit new crimes.  As you may be aware, the number of dangerous and violent offenders on probation and parole continues to rise around the nation.  Probation and parole officers therefore are encountering numerous threats to their personal safety.  Federal and individual state policies on officer protections and powers differ greatly, however, and there is no uniform governmental system to investigate if these officers are receiving the training and equipment necessary to do their jobs.

For your information, while the Department of Justice tracks a wide variety of crime statistics, they do not review incidents involving probation and parole officers.  H.R. 484 would therefore also require the Director of the Bureau of Justice Statistics in the Department of Justice to perform a comprehensive review of incidents and effect of violence against Federal and state probation and parole officers once the Task Force terminates.  This analysis is critical to providing future protections for these officers and to assist State policy makers in addressing needed changes in laws governing safety, training and protection for them.
I would therefore appreciate your attention to H.R. 484 and request that you join as a supporter of the legislation.  Thank you for your attention to this important request.  

Sincerely,
